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• We sometimes encounter patients attending our ED on T34 pumps delivering                          

high daily doses of opiates and other drugs that might be unfamiliar to us 

• These patients are not always nearing the end of their life; some merely have long term               

complex specialist palliative care needs and are on syringe drivers for symptom control 

• To ensure that symptom control is uninterrupted if the syringe runs out, ED staff need to    

know how to re-prescribe and prepare the medicines and know how to operate the T34 pumps  

Background 

• If Nervecentre is offline, prescribe all syringe 

driver medicines on the ‘REGULAR 

MEDICINES’ pages of the UHL paper drug 
chart, using a circular arrow in the ‘Time’ 
column to denote 24h infusion as shown 

• Write ‘via T34 pump together with [names   
of any other drugs]’ in the prescription’s 
‘SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS’ box as shown 

• If symptoms are not controlled, or if you are 

unsure about the safety of the prescribed 

doses (e.g. 100mg of morphine in 24h) or 

the complexity of a particular drug regimen, 

please seek palliative care specialist advice: 

• 09:00 – 17:00 including weekends and 

bank holidays, contact the Palliative Care 

CNS by creating a Nervecentre e-referral 

or by calling 07814 364 595 

• 17:00 – 09:00, contact the Palliative Care 

Consultant on-call via switchboard 

Notes for prescribers 

• See next page for step-by-step instructions on how to prescribe the syringe driver in NC Meds See next page for step-by-step instructions on how to prescribe the syringe driver medicines in NC Meds 

09:00 – 17:00 including weekends and 

bank holidays, contact the Palliative Care 

Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) via NC    

e-referral or by calling 07814 364 595 

• If you and your shift colleagues are unfamiliar with operating the T34 pump, you will                                      

usually be able to find someone who knows what to do on one of the Emergency Floor wards 

• You can also obtain advice from the Palliative Care CNS (see above for working hours and contact details)                

by creating an ‘ED Referral Palliative Care’ on Nervecentre or via mobile 

• The medicines prescribed in the ED must be given via an LRI T34: DO NOT use the patient own pump 

• Keys for the T34 pump lockable cases are located in the ER CD cupboard 

• During hours, T34 pumps are requested via Medical Physics. After hours, use Navenio. 

• Draw up the medicines neat in a Luer lock 20mL syringe, then add water for injection to a total volume of 17mL. 

NB: If the volume of neat drug exceeds 17mL (i.e. very large dose of opioid), seek Palliative Care team advice. 

• In NC, the prescription will appear within the ‘Continuous infusions’ section. NB: when starting the infusion,      

you may click ‘Confirm’ without entering any information in the Diluent and Dose Rate boxes. 
• A Quick Guide to the T34 pump and consumables is available 

Notes for nurses 

• Video operating instructions are available on Vimeo 

• NB: F2F training is offered by Medical Physics -                   

speak to your NIC about how to access this 

• An e-learning module is available via HELM; search for ‘T34’ 

Draw up the medicines neat in a Luer lock 20mL syringe, then add water for injection to a total volume of 17mL. 

NB: If the volume of neat drug exceeds 17mL (i.e. very large dose of opioid), seek Palliative Care team advice. 

http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/cmgs/EASM/ed/Documents/General Documents/T34 pump and consumables quick guide.pdf
https://vimeo.com/564641787/0f397f5a16
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Prescribing in NC 

(illustrative example for a syringe driver containing morphine 100mg and levomepromazine 12.5mg over 24h) 

In NC Meds, go to Emergency Medicine (ED) > zz Palliative meds (ED)                                                                   

> Palliative Care Syringe Driver (adults) – For Inpatient use ONLY (Desktop use ONLY) > New syringe driver  

7. Acknowledge 
interactions, 
then hit ‘Sign’ 

6. Hit ‘Sign now’ 

➍ ➎ 

2. Select 
Morphine 
sulfate 

3. Enter ‘100mg’ 
into the dose 
quantity box 
and select the 
appropriate 
indication;   
hit xxxxxxi 

4. Select 
Levome-
promazine 

5. Enter ’12.5mg’ 
into the dose 
quantity box 
and select the 
appropriate 
indication;   
hit xxxxxxi 

➋ ➌ 

1. Enter ‘24 hours’ into the dose 
duration box, then hit 

➊ 


